CINCINNATI  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND/ ANNUAL  REPORT  1967 


In  reviewing  the  past  twelve  months, 

we  feel  that  1967  was  an  eventful  year a 

year  of  LIVING,  LEARNING,  WORKING 
and  SHARING. 

The  highlight,  of  course,  was  the 
complete  transfer  of  all  operations  from 
the  building  at  1548  Central  Parkway  to  our 
new  quarters  at  2045  Gilbert  Avenue  — a 
move  that  holds  much  more  significance 
than  the  mere  transporting  of  equipment 
and  personnel  from  one  place  to  another. 

In  a sense,  this  year  we  have  opened 
new  vistas  of  service  and  established  new 
beachheads  in  our  dedicated  efforts  to 
become  more  meaningful  in  providing 
answers  to  the  needs  of  the  blind  people 
in  our  community. 

Our  constant  objective  must  be  to  study 
these  needs  with  the  aid  of  professional 
guidance  and  then  strive  to  understand 
them  as  problems  of  individual  people. 

On  the  following  pages  is  a report  of 
our  continuing  activities,  which,  we  feel, 
reflect  the  attitudes  of  our  professional  staff 
and  the  direction  intended  by  the  officers 
and  trustees  of  the  Cincinnati  Association 
for  the  Blind. 


Harold  J.  Woehrmyer 
President 
January,  1968 


Living  ...  is  the  joy  of  discovering  new  experiences: 
the  tickle  of  a llama’s  cold  nose  against  the  ear;  the 
feel  of  a friendly  rabbit  as  the  fingers  stroke  the 
long,  soft  fur;  the  silken  touch  of  a flower 
exuding  a familiar  fragrance. 

Living  is  the  clang  of  a horseshoe  as  it  strikes  the 
iron  stake;  warm  days  tramping  along  paths,  through 
the  grass,  over  the  fields,  to  the  edge  of  a lake. 

Living  is  a trip  to  the  Cincinnati  Zoo,  guided  by  pages 
of  Braille  describing  the  wonderful  world  of  animals; 
the  cuddly  warmth  of  live,  gentle  and  timid  story-book 
creatures;  the  sound  of  oars  splashing  the  tranquil 
water  and  a boat  responding  to  a firm  pull. 

Living  is  the  thrill  and  excitement  that  comes  with  a 
tug  on  the  line  secured  to  a bamboo  pole. 

Living  is  a stretching  out  for  the  things  we  want;  it  is 
that  extra  effort  — the  pain  and  strain  which  stem 
from  desires  that  know  nothing  of  physical  limitations. 

Living,  such  as  this,  needs  no  explanations,  no 
apologies,  no  concessions.  It  asks  only  for — opportunity. 
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Learning  ...  is  the  giver  of  skills;  the  skill  to  walk 
alone,  confident  and  unafraid. 

Learning  is  the  way  to  self-sufficiency;  it  is  the 
classroom  of  fundamentals  taught  by  knowing 
teachers;  it  is  the  way  of  life  where  “students"  learn 
to  live,  to  work  and  compete. 

Learning  is  little  things  . . . how  to  dial  a telephone,  how 
to  pour  a cup  of  coffee,  how  to  set  a table  or  make  a 
bed,  how  to  count  your  change,  how  to  cross  a street, 
how  to  select  the  right  tie  or  how  to  put  on  lipstick. 

Learning  is  professional  counselling  — psychologists 
to  help  meet  the  awesome  newness  in  a world  of 
blindness;  rehabilitation  teachers  to  instruct  in  the 
ways  of  independent  living  at  home;  supervisors  to 
make  gainful  employment  possible;  specialists 
to  help  and  guide. 

Learning  is  sometimes  a physical  aid  ...  a 
professionally  prescribed  lens  or  magnifying  lens  to 
help  one  find  a street  sign  or  address;  read  the 
contents  and  prices  of  merchandise;  bring  up  the  fine 
print  in  a telephone  book;  make  corrections  on  a piece 
of  typed  copy  or  simply  to  see  and  read  and  enjoy. 

Learning  is  Living ! 


Working  ...  is  dignity,  equality,  independence. 

Working  is  achieving  in  a competitive  world  — it  is 
the  expression  of  a strength  that  separates  the  givers 
from  the  takers  found  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Working  is  the  assembling  of  multiple  pieces  into  a 
single  unit;  each  job  a complete  achievement  in 
itself.  Working  is  stuffing  envelopes  for  a mail-order 
firm;  it  is  putting  tops  on  bottles  or  labels  on 
packages;  it  is  wrapping  synthetic  drapes  in  plastic 
bags;  it  is  sewing  and  stitching  with  modern  machines. 

Working  is  doing  and  earning  under  the  guidance  of 
experienced  shop  supervisors;  it  is  the  team  work  that 
stimulates  competition;  it  is  companionships 
cultivated  in  an  atmosphere  of  friendship. 

Working  is  the  exhilaration  that  comes  from  accepting 
a challenge.  Working  is  Living  and  Learning! 


Sharing ...  is  the  fulfillment  of  one’s  personal  responsibility  toward  the  needs  of 
others.  It  is  a partnership  in  the  good  things  of  this  world.  It  is  through  the  results 
of  such  “sharing"  that  the  Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Blind  is  able  to  provide 
OPPORTUNITIES  for  our  blind  people  to  LIVE,  to  LEARN,  to  WORK  under  skilled, 
dedicated  professionals  in  an  environment  compatible  with  today’s  enlightened 
regard  for  the  needs  of  others. 

Living,  Learning,  Working  and  Sharing  is  the  Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Blind. 
It  is  to  these  ends  that  we  dedicate  ourselves  now  and  offer  ourselves  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  future. 


CINCINNATI  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

SUMMARY  OF  OPERATING  COSTS  AND  EXPENSES 
AND  SOURCES  OF  OPERATING  FUNDS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1967 
Costs  and  Expenses: 


Social  service  and  rehabilitation  — 

Salaries  and  related  expenses  $100,442.46 

Other 55,131.65 


$155,574.11 

Sheltered  workshop  — 


Salaries,  wages  and  related  expenses  — 


Handicapped  persons  

Instructors,  supervisors,  etc 

Materials  and  supplies  

Other 

$ 91,381.88 

71,724.86 

109,787.96 

27,967.14 

$300,861.84 

Less  — Income  from  workshop 

subcontracts  

299,524.19 

1,337.65 

$156,911.76 


Sources  of  Funds: 

Community  Chest $ 77,840.00 

Ettlinger  Family  Memorial 28,800.00 

Contributions  from  individuals,  foundations, 

estates,  etc.  — amount  allocated  for  operations 26,759.01 

Service  fees.  Federal  grants,  interest  and  dividends 

on  endowments,  etc 23  512  75 


$156,911.76 


ACKNOWLEDGING  every  person  v/ho  had  a part  in  the  historic  growth  of  the 
Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Blind  and  its  move  into  what  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  functional  agency  operations  in  the  U.S.  is,  regrettably,  an  impossible 
task  at  this  time.  Nevertheless,  the  photographs  reproduced  here  give  some  indi- 
cation of  the  new  environment  in  which  today's  generation  of  professional  and 
volunteer  services  will  meet  their  respective  challenges  as  they  work  toward 
answering  the  needs  of  the  blind  people  in  our  Greater  Cincinnati  area. 
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